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A new landmark on the

ANEW EANDMARK s rising on the Lizard peninsular
in Cornwall. 1t is the second British Earth Station
for the international communications serviee, which
s being built by the Marconi Company for the
British Post Office.

Fhas station, near the existing Goonhilly 1, is less
than five miles from Poldhu where Marconi made
his historic cxperiments in transmitling messages
across Lhe Atlanticin [ 1t will handle a thouwsand
telephone conversations simultaneously, and com-
municate with any other ground terminal on the
cast coast of North or South America, West Adrica
and Europe.

The whole acrial structure weighing about 1,000
tons will revolve about a central pivot. the outer end
mounted on two bogics running on rails in an are
ol 270°,

Ray Goodey, 1 member of the Marconi Space
Division’s mechanical team. gave wus details of
progress so far. “The base structure is almost com-
plete, and the external cladding of the equipment
rooms has begun. The main support beam for the

W
!

clevation bearings is in position ready (0 take the
first members of the moving reflector. The thirty-ton
main serew for moving the rellector in elevation s
also in position. Peter Bowkett leading the Marconi
installation team under the administrative direction
of Peter Martin. Site Manager, together with a
team of steel erectors rom our sub-contraclors,
Cornubian Construction Co., has now received
steelwork for the second stage of the reflector
backing structure. and assembly is going ahead.
The reflector 1s being built by Cocksedge and Co,
of Ipswich, and the first panels are now complete.

"The bulk of electrical cquipment is housed in
rooms in the rotating base structure. Low noise
amplifiers and associated equipment are mounted
ina small cabin behind the centre of the ninely-Toat
dish.

‘Dick Muir. leader of the mechanical project team,

The new Bandmark on the Lizard: the Goouhilly station under
canstraction. The framework for the aerial bowl hacking
structure is now in position




Lizard

f1GH T A model of (he aevial ramework
wis built by the appremtices to (the scale of
half an inch to a foot, and has been invalu-
abile for checking individual membsers in the
mgze of steelwork. serow: Frank Crilly
of Marconi’s, who has been working an
ihe rooting: and cladding of the cquipment
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akiovE LED T On the job at Goonhilly, Engincers responsible for the erection of the aerial sivucture refer o the drawinegs, et
tn right, Peter Bowkett, Senior Installation Engineer; Noel Ruole, Foreman, Cornubian Construction Co.; and Tony Brown,
Installation Engineer [ B, Stanefier]. gicn e This shows the size of the structure, Roger Daee i lning up the dish elevation bearings
om the beam [ K. J. Muir]

commented after s last visit o site: “Taking all
things into consideration- -including the weather
the erection is going quite well.”

‘Back at Marrable House, John Preston., who
feads the Goonhilly 11 project for Space Division,
keeps @ close watch on progress. With project
comirol based on a computer guided PERT system,
he is able to wently items which need special
attention to maintain the tight time-schedules ol the

programme, John told us that major electrome
equipment manufactured throughout the whole of
the Marconi Company has now been completed.
and i undergoing anibial system testing, “Our
programme 15 running i little hehind schedule at
this time.” he said, "“bul we are conlident that we
shall have the whole system ready 1o hand over o
the customer well ahead of the launching of the

Intelsat 11 satetlite, now being built in the States.”™”
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